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1. IDENTIFICATION 

1.1. Name of Place 

Name: Evans Bay Patent Slip (Former) 

Other Names: Wellington Patent Slip; Evans Bay Patent Slipways 

1.2. Location Information 

Address 

346 Evans Bay Parade 

Evans Bay 

Wellington 

Additional Location Information 

When travelling on Evans Bay Parade in a northerly direction, the Evans Bay 

Patent Slip is located on the left, just past Rata Road, and before Greta Point. 

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) 

No. 1 Slip: +/-4m at land end, E1750849; N5425942 

No. 2 Slip: +/- 4m at land end, E1750824; N5425934  

Local Authority 

Wellington City Council  

Greater Wellington Regional Council 

1.3. Current Legal Description 

Lot 2 DP 345516 (CT 186567); Pt Res B Evans Bay District (CT 126027); Lot 1 
DP 319018 (CT 74446); Pt Legal Road, Wellington Land District. 

1.4. Physical Extent of Registration 

Extent includes the land described as Lot 2 DP 345516 (CT 186567); Pt Res B 
Evans Bay District (CT 126027); Lot 1 DP 319018 (CT 74446); Pt Legal Road, 
Wellington Land District, and the structures associated with Evans Bay Patent 
Slip (Former) thereon, and their fittings and fixtures. (Refer to map in Appendix 
1 of the information upgrade report for further information). 
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1.5. Summary  

Evans Bay is the site of the first Patent Slip in Wellington and indeed New 

Zealand. The Patent Slip, consisting of two slipways built in 1873 and 1922 

respectively, was designed to accommodate large ships over land for 

maintenance and repairs and is considered a great engineering feat.
1
 

Enthused by an increase of ships into Wellington in the 1860s, the Provincial 

Superintendent, Isaac Featherston, proposed a new floating dock or patent slip 

be constructed to accommodate vessels of 1,200 tons.
2
 The Wellington 

Provincial Council formed an investigative committee, who reported a patent 

slip was the best option, that it was practicable to build one, and ‘…should be 

done without any necessary delay’.
3
 In response to the report, legislation was 

passed allowing the acquisition of land for a slip.
4
 

The first contract awarded failed and was subsequently awarded to a British 

firm, Kennard Bros, in 1866. All necessary equipment and materials were 

shipped from England and unloaded at Evans Bay ready for construction. 

However, a number of issues arose between Kennards and the Council and 

work stalled for five years. In 1871, the newly formed Wellington Patent Slip 

Company took over what Kennards had abandoned, and the slip was 

inaugurated on 2 May 1873.
5
 

The Evans Bay Patent Slip was a great engineering feat. Although construction 

above the high tide mark was reasonably straightforward, work underwater was 

far more difficult, requiring accurate work by divers who could only work in 

optimal conditions. A 500 foot (154.2 metre) jetty was also erected improving 

the communication with ships. Shortly after opening, J. Rees George, an 

engineer and manager of the Patent Slip explained how a 200-ton, 180 foot 

(54.9 metres) long cradle ran on wheels along a set of ‘ways’ or tracks.
 6
  Two 

chains were used; a larger 62-ton chain for hauling vessels and a smaller 8 ton 

chain for lowering vessels off the slipway. The chains worked on a seven-

                                                 
1
 Andrew Hollings, Heritage Brief, Wellington Patent Slip, Unpublished, 2003, p. 2. 

2
 David Johnson, Wellington Harbour, Wellington Maritime Museum Trust, Wellington, p. 83. 

3
 K. S., Renner, Port of Wellington, Patent Slip Area and Adjacent Land: History and Data, for  

Wellington Harbour Board, 1975, p. 3. 
4
 Ibid. ‘The Wellington Patent Slip Act 1863’ 

5
 Evening Post, 2 May 1873, p. 2. 

6
 J. Rees George, ‘Description of the Patent Slip at Evans Bay, Wellington, and of the Mode of 

Erecting or Constructing the same’, Transactions and Proceedings of the Royal Society of New 

Zealand 1868-1961, Vol. 6, 1873, available at : 

http://rsnz.natlib.govt.nz/volume/rsnz_06/rsnz_06_00_000470.html [accessed  9 August 2011] 

http://rsnz.natlib.govt.nz/volume/rsnz_06/rsnz_06_00_000470.html
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cogwheel winch which was powered by two 25-horse power steam engines.
7
 

There were a number of buildings in addition to the winch houses and boiler 

rooms associated with the slipways, including dwellings, a store, inspector’s 

office and carpenter’s shop to the west of the slipways, and a messroom and 

blacksmith’s shop to the east.
8
   

In 1908, agreement was reached between the Wellington Patent Slip Company 

and the Wellington Harbour Board. The Patent Slip Company would retain 

possession of the facility for 25 years in collaboration with the Union Steam 

Ship Company, a majority shareholder. A condition of the agreement was that 

improvements were made, and following further reclamation of land a 61-metre 

long wharf was erected in 1912.
9
  In 1913, plans began for a second slip, but 

this smaller but steeper 750-foot (228.6 metre) slipway alongside the first was 

not completed until December 1922. 

In 1961, the Union Steam Ship Company did not renew its lease and ownership 

of the patent slip returned to the Harbour Board. In 1969, the first slipway closed 

and an upgrade of the second slipway commenced. The No. 1 slipway was sold 

for scrap in 1972 and the machinery removed. The No. 2 slip continued to 

operate until 1985, when it too closed. The No. 2 slip winch was purchased and 

removed by a Dunedin slip company in 1982, and is still in use today. The 

cradle was dismantled and removed with some parts being used for the ‘City to 

Sea’ bridge.
10

   

Following the demolition and removal of the slips and associated buildings, the 

land was then drastically altered.  During the 1980s much of the valley at the 

head of the No. 1 slipway was filled and landscaped, covering any remains of 

the No. 1 winding house.
11

  Some visible features remain above ground, 

including four piles from the No. 1 wharf and sections of chimney from the No. 1 

slip boiler house, as well as the No. 2 slip’s rail system, jetty, and some 

evidence of the brick engine room.
12

 

In 1990 the Wellington City Council (WCC) acquired the majority of the site, 

                                                 
7
 The two single-flued boilers for the engines used water from nearby reservoirs.   

8
 Letter from Chris Cochran to Brett McKay, ‘Patent Slip, Evans Bay’ dated 29 April 2002, p. 4. 

9
 Renner, 1975, p. 6-7. 

10
 Andrew Hollings, The Origins and Significance of Wellington’s Patent Slipways, prepared for New 

Zealand Historic Places Trust, 2004, p.23 
11

 The whole area was also decontaminated and large amounts of topsoil were brought in.  Geome-

tria, Geophysical Survey Investigation, Patent Slip, Evans Bay, Wellington, unpublished report 

prepared for Wellington City Council, 2002, p. 3. 
12

 Geometria, 2002, p. 4. 
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subsequently subdividing and rezoning it.
13

 In 2003, WCC applied to re-zone 

the site once more. The Maritime Archaeological Association of New Zealand 

(MAANZ) was one of the main advocates for zoning it as a heritage area and 

fought for the boundary to be widened to include the No. 1 slipway. After 

consultation the boundaries were expanded, and in 2006 a new interpreted 

heritage area was unveiled. 

In 2002-2003, MAANZ also initiated two archaeological surveys.  Divers drew 

detailed underwater surveys, while a geophysical survey and non-invasive digs 

identified a number of underground features, the most significant being the 

possible discovery of a baseplate from the former No. 1 engine house. 

The Evans Bay Patent Slip is a site of great historical and technological 

significance, locally, nationally and internationally. The seven cogwheel winch 

built by Kennards is possibly the only one ever produced, and rated for a pull of 

2000 tons it is also the largest of any winch of its time, making it extremely 

rare.
14

  In addition to the large machinery, a Patent Slip of this size is 

exceptional; from the 1870s it was common to maintain large ships by dry-

docking.  A number of engineers have identified the construction of such a large 

slip facility, from scratch, with primitive machinery and in such a difficult location 

as being an outstanding engineering feat.
15

 In addition, it is undoubtedly the first 

large scale underwater construction in New Zealand.
16
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2. OTHER INFORMATION 

2.1. Key Physical Dates 

1863 Site chosen for slipway 

1871 Construction on slipway began 

1873 No. 1 Slip becomes operational 

1910 8,372 square metres of land reclaimed 

1912 Wharf/Jetty constructed 

1921 Construction of the No. 2 Slip begins 

1965 2,082 square metres of reclaimed land incorporated in the Patent 
Slip area 

1972 No. 1 Slip sold for scrap, dismantled and removed 

c. 1978 Workshops removed and shifted to Tory Street 

1980  No. 2 Slip closed and dismantled 

1982 No. 2 Slip winch purchased by a Dunedin slip and removed from 
the Wellington site 

Unknown Buildings and machinery dismantled and removed 

2002 MAANZ Archaeological surveys: geophysical investigation and 
exploratory excavation 

2003 MAANZ Archaeological surveys: drilling located the baseplate of 
the No. 1 slipway’s engine house 

2004 No. 2 Slip exposed under roadway by WCC roadworks and 
 preserved 

c.2005  Residential housing built on eastern part of rezoned site, on former 
location of ancillary buildings 

2006 Interpretation installed on site of No. 1 Slip 

2.2. Iwi/ Hapu/ Whanau 

Wellington Tenths Trust; Port Nicholson Settlement Trust 

2.3. Current Ownership 

Wellington City Council  
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Greater Wellington Regional Council 

2.4. Former Uses  

Manufacturing and Processing – Industrial Office/Admin Building  

Manufacturing and Processing – Industrial Housing  

Retail and Commercial – Blacksmith 

Retail and Commercial – Laundry  

Retail and Commercial – Retail and Commercial – other 

Retail and Commercial – Warehouse/storage area 

Residential buildings and associated places –House  

Residential buildings and associated places – Lavatory – Residential Out-
building  

Residential buildings and associated places – Cookhouse  

Transport – Slipway  

Transport – Wharf/Dock/ Pier/Jetty  

Utilities – Drain 

Utilities – Powerhouse 

2.5. Current Uses 

Civic facilities and recreation – Historic or recreation reserve 

Civic facilities and recreation – Park  

Civic facilities and recreation – Recreation Area/ Picnic Ground 

Civic facilities and recreation – Recreation Reserve/Scenic Reserve 

2.6. Associated NZHPT Registrations 

N/A  

2.7. Heritage Protection Measures 

Local Authority Plan Listing 

The Wellington City Council has listed this place in its Wellington City District 
Council Operative 27 July 2000. Symbol Ref. 22 (Map 7) in Chapter 21: 
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Schedule of Heritage Areas, Buildings, Objects, Trees and Maori Sites and 
Chapter 21: Heritage Rules Appendix 3 

The Regional Council has listed this place in its Regional Plan. The reference is 
Regional Coastal Plan for the Wellington Region, Publication No. WRC/RP-G-
00/02, May 2000, Appendix 4: Features and Buildings of Historic Merit, (p. 239) 

Reserve 

This place is not part of a reserve.  

Heritage Covenant 

This place is not covered by a Heritage Covenant.  

Other Heritage Listings 

This place has been identified as being included in other heritage listings. 
Patent Slip is recorded as R27/140 in the New Zealand Archaeological 
Association site recording scheme. 



 

Evans Bay Patent Slip (Former), Register No. 2895 Information Upgrade Report. 22 December 2011          

 
10 

3. CONCLUSION/ RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Technical Change Required 

 
Name    Yes 

Address    Yes 

Legal Description   Yes 

 

Review of Registration Recommended 
 

Extent of Registration  No 

Category of Registration  No 

Registration Type   No 

 

Removal from Register Recommended 
 

No      

 

Management Recommendations 
 

To ensure the long term conservation of this place, the NZHPT recommends: 

that the Evans Bay Patent Slip (Former) remains listed in the District and 

Regional Plans; and that repairs and maintenance of the site and its features 

are regularly undertaken in accordance with best practice guidelines for historic 

heritage. 

 

Suitable for National Heritage Preservation Incentive Fund 
 

No      

This place is not currently a suitable candidate for the NZHPT National Heritage 

Preservation Incentive Fund because it is a Category II historic place, and not 

under private ownership. 
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4. APPENDICES 

4.1. Appendix 1: Visual Identification Aids 

Location Maps  

 

Wellington 
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Map of Physical Extent of Registration 

 

Extent includes the land described as Lot 2 DP 345516 (CT 186567); Pt Res B 

Evans Bay District (CT 126027); Lot 1 DP 319018 (CT 74446); Pt Legal Road, 

Wellington Land District, and the structures associated with Evans Bay Patent 

Slip (Former) thereon, and their fittings and fixtures. (Refer to map in Appendix 

1 for further information). 
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Current Identifier 
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4.2. Appendix 2: Registration Information  
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4.3. Appendix 3: Photographs 

 

Figure 1: The "Tamahine" on the patent slip, Evans Bay, Wellington. 
Photographed by an unknown photographer for the Evening Post newspaper in 
October 1929. ATL ID: EP-1287-1/2-G  
Permission of the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand, must 
be obtained before any re-use of this image. 
 

Figure 2: View of the western side of Evans Bay from above the Patent Slip.  
Photographed by George Leslie Adkin on the 3rd of February 1951. ATL ID: 
PA1-o-014-266.  Permission of the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New 
Zealand, must be obtained before any re-use of this image. 
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Figure 3: Evans Bay Patent Slip showing remains of No. 1 Slip and 
interpretation installation to the LHS of the image, and No. 2 Slip and jetty to the 
RHS. (Blyss Wagstaff, NZHPT, 31 October 2011) 
 


